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BRUCE BONNER — CONDOLENCE 
Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.54 pm]: I rise this evening to make some brief comments on the 
life and the passing of a great Western Australian. Before I do, I apologise to his family for taking some time to 
bring this matter to the house’s attention. He passed away within a couple of weeks of Hon Jock Ferguson, and I 
needed to put some time between the passing of one friend and the passing of another friend before I commented 
on it. 

Bruce Bonner was a great Western Australian and a great north west character. He was born in New Zealand in 
1946 and, like lots of New Zealanders, found his way to the Pilbara region of Western Australia. He found 
himself in Pannawonica from 1978 to 1988 and then from Newman, where I met him, from 1988 until his 
passing some six months ago. 

Bruce was very passionate about his community. He was passionate about services and service delivery, and he 
was passionate about infrastructure, but his real passion lay with firefighting. In fact, Bruce was one of the 
founding members of the north west zone of the voluntary fire and emergency services. When I first met Bruce, 
he was captain of the Newman brigade. He has created somewhat of a dynasty up there because one of his sons, 
Raymond, is now the current captain of the same brigade. 

Bruce was a character because he liked to tell people exactly what he thought without any embellishment and 
without any fear or favour. Bruce would tell people exactly what he thought at any time. I remember that when I 
first became a member of Parliament, one thing he asked me about was the title “honourable” and whether I 
thought I was a fit and proper person to be called “honourable”. He asked that in the true sense of the word. He 
was not trying to be offensive; he just wanted to know, and that was the way Bruce Bonner was. He was a very 
pedantic man. He believed in what he believed and there was no compromise. The best example I can think of 
was when he finally got a new country pumper in Newman. He was upset because it was going to be painted 
white and we do not have white fire trucks. So, I got lobbied long and hard for about 12 months up to the 
delivery of this fire truck to make sure that it was red. It was delivered red, much to my relief. I do not think I 
could have faced Bruce otherwise. Now I know, although it is unofficial and probably against the rules, that that 
country pumper has painted on its side by the vollies there, “Bruce’s country pumper.” That is the sort of guy 
that he was. 

One of the things that Bruce wanted to do right up to the time that he died was to see a bill brought into this 
Parliament to protect volunteers who deliver emergency services in this state; similar to the sort of protection 
that is afforded to the reservists in the armed services in Australia. To that end, I would like to see a bill come 
before the house that does that; or if not a stand-alone bill, an amending bill. Indeed, I did some research with 
Bruce to see how that could work. Time will tell if we are able to get that bill through the Parliament. 

The things that I remember about Bruce are his unflinching commitment to his community; his unflinching 
commitment to his brigade; and his unflinching commitment to his family. Bruce is survived by his partner, 
Rabina; his three boys, Raymond, Adrian and Nigel; Adrian’s wife, Theresa, and Nigel’s wife, Rachel; and two 
grandchildren, Jacob and Emily. He is also survived by a very, very grateful community. I thank Bruce for all 
that hard work. 

I had the privilege of seeing Bruce just a couple of weeks before his passing in Newman. He was at the fire 
brigade’s annual Christmas bash. He was still the same Bruce, although very obviously ill. I know that he passed 
the same way he lived his life—with commitment to his community, to his brigade and to his children. He 
passed with courage and dignity. Once again, thank you, Bruce, and thanks to your family.  
 


